
Clean Air Council

Legal Action 
on Biomass

Legal Action
Due to their elevated level of air pollutant emissions, certain facilities that burn wood 
for fuel require air quality permits from the PA Department of Environmental Protection 
(“PADEP”) .  Over the last couple of years, CAC legal staff looked into existing biomass 
facilities and discovered that PADEP’s oversight of these facilities was lacking and that 
permits had expired.  CAC’s legal staff issued notices of intent to file federal Clean Air Act 
law suits against facilities operating with expired permits. CAC submitted and continues 
to regularly submit comments on PADEP permitting or new biomass facilities. Thanks 
to the work of CAC, PADEP now appears to be making sure that these facilities are fully 
permitted. CAC legal staff conducts ongoing oversight of permitting action for both new 
and existing facilities.

Jointly with other organizations, CAC sued as well as intervened on behalf of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) regarding five major federal regulations that 
affect pollution control of wood and biomass burning. As a whole, CAC’s litigation at 
the federal level addresses all wood and biomass burning in PA, including larger scale 
facilities requiring permits (Industrial, Commercial, and Institutional Boilers, or “ICIs”) 
and smaller scale units such as woodstoves and outdoor wood-fired boilers (“OWBs”) 
that do not require permits.

Biomass Webinars 
CAC sponsors webinars on the health impacts of biomass.  Recent webinars have been 
held in conjunction with the University of Massachusetts at Lowell and the National 
Association of County and City Health Officials (October 24, 2013) and with the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, Pennsylvania Chapter, (November 13, 2013).

Model Ordinances 
CAC has a resource center that includes at model ordinances to address OWBs and 
intends to reach out to municipalities to encourage the use of setback and stack height 
restrictions that would reduce the adverse effects of OWBs on human health.
Education
CAC educates the public, policy makers, and health care providers on the health and 
environmental impacts of burning wood. The Council is especially concerned about 
pollution from OWBs.


